harlie Brown had Snoopy, Dorothy
< had Toto, Calvin had Hobbes and,

judging from all the submissions
REFLECTIONS Magazine received, members
have their own furry companions. It should

be no surprise that in Washington, pets out-
number children—it seems

there are pet-centered
businesses around every
corner. Dogs, in particu-
lar, are so popular, that
Brandie Ahlgren founded
CityDog, a quarterly mag-

azine that focuses on dogs in the North-
west. The publication focuses on practical
dog-related topics, of which there is no limit.
“T get ideas from readers, from freelance writ-
ers—it’s simply things I'm interested in learning
about,” Brandie says. Since the
magazine launched in June
2005, Brandie has noticed an
increased awareness of the
importance of nutrition and
training for dogs. “Dogs are
happier if they have a bal-
anced life,” she says.




Because there
are more dogs
in an urban
environment,
she’s also
seen demand
for services
increase. Non-
pet businesses
seem

to be catching on, too.

Many hotels allow pets to stay
and coffee shops supply a
water bowl for dogs waiting

for their owners. Brandie says

CityDog also recently had

a story about dog-friendly
weekend getaways to the Washing-

ton wine country.

With dogs more accepted at vacation spots and hotels,
Club members Duke and Kathy Coonrad take their
Tibetan terrier, Bugsy, along when they can. Kathy says
Bugsy knows how to behave in a hotel, and has proper
elevator and lobby manners. The pair have had pets for
years, and Kathy says, “Once you've had pets your whole
life, it’s really difficult to be without one.” Bugsy has
proven to be a great companion, with Kathy and Duke
agreeing he’s always good for a laugh. Duke says they
once took Bugsy to a dog park to let him run, and sat
on a bench to watch. Instead of joining the other dogs,
Bugsy found Duke and Kathy and sat between them on
the bench, watching the other dogs. “He’s a source of joy,
a source of entertainment. He makes us laugh every day,”
says Kathy.

Members’ pets are doing more than just giving love
to their families. There are a number of dogs who, along
with their owners, donate their time to giving sick people
something to smile about. Melinda DeBruler and Alison
Hill are two such women, who with their dogs Karma
and Abby, respectively, visit Overlake Hospital weekly.

Melinda’s Rottweiler, Karma, visits mental health and
rehabilitation patients, and loves visiting people. “I feel
like we’re touching a lot of lives in a positive way. I love
it. I could do it every day,” says Melinda.

Like Karma and Melinda, Alison and her Bernese
mountain dog, Abby, were certified through Delta Society
to visit patients in the hospital. Alison says certification
required about two months of training in addition to reg-
ular obedience classes. Alison was also required to take
a written test, and she and Abby took an on-site test with
an evaluator and judge. Delta Society pets have to be
recertified every two years.

“The patients are so appreciative,” Alison says. “They
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don’t expect to see a dog in the hospital.
It really pulls them away from focusing
on why they’re in the hospital.” Alison
says Abby starts getting excited on the
way to the hospital, and enjoys every visit.
Alison and her husband have another
Bernese mountain dog, Boone, who she
says will get certified once he gets a little
older. “Patients would just absolutely love
both of these two together, coming in.”
On the following pages, see photos of
members’ pets and read stories about why
these animals are so loved.

Raiaing Companion Dog&

Jeanie Johnstone had two friends in college with guide
dogs, and she thought raising the puppies to help others
was something she might enjoy doing. Then, just over
four years ago, the time was right. Jeanie found Canine
Companions for Independence, a nonprofit that trains
Labradors and golden retrievers to be companion dogs
for people with all disabilities except blindness. After a
home interview with someone from the Santa Rosa, Calif -
based organization, a puppy was quickly placed in
Jeanie’s home. “I got Moxie,” she says.

CCI breeds all the dogs and places them in homes
throughout the country. Jeanie says puppy raisers get
puppies at around eight weeks old and they work to

opposiTe PAGE Duhie says when
Bugsy runs, he loohs just like
a rabbit. "They hop, and theyre
fast. Theyre just funny.

asove RiGHT [Mlelinda and J enjoy
hihing and their two doga
Olivia, a Norfolh terrier,
and Karma come with them.
Melinda says Olivia is more
than 1l years old and sfill
Joins the hihes—"T thinhk
it's because of the
exercise.”

ABOVE LEFT Bugag travels with
Kathy and Duhe almost
everywhere.

ricHT Plison and fibby in
their Delta Society badge
photo. fibby has her own
scarf and badge to wear
in the hospital.



teach the pup-
pies around 30
commands and
socialize the
dogs. The pup-
pies are then
sent back to
Santa Rosa for
advanced
training when
they are 16 to

18 months

old.
Advanced training is six months
of turning the 30 basic commands into more complicated
tasks. Over time, the dogs learn things like picking up
keys or even credit cards off floors for their owners,
opening doors, turning on light switches and more.

At any time during advanced training, the dogs can be
released. “Because the dogs are going to serve the dis-
abled people, they have to be very specific about their
behaviors,” says Jeanie. She didn't realize when they
received their first dog that this could hap-
pen, and during Moxie’s advanced training,
she was released. Puppy raisers get first
choice of whether to keep the dog as a
family pet, and Jeanie and her husband
decided to keep Moxie.

Hermione is the family’s current CCI
dog, who is quickly approaching her
own advanced training. If she graduates,
she will be placed with a family in need
of a companion dog. Jeanie says there
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asove Boone is the Hills’ younger dog, who filison says is
afill somewhat of a juvenile delinquent.

et Noxie in her CCI outfit, before she was released
from the program.

seow [Mloxie, the larger dog, is how the Johnstones' family
pet. Hermione, the emaller dog, is still in training in hope
that she'll one day be a companion dog.

is an average two-year waiting period before a family can
get a dog. Recipients pay $100 to go to Santa Rosa for
training, which they get back in vouchers for dog food
and other supplies. CCI matches client profiles with dog
profiles, and each recipient gets three dogs to choose
from. The dogs are free for recipients.

Jeanie is the president of the Puget Sound Chapter of
CCI, and says this area is great because there are a num-
ber of companies, and even some schools, that allow
puppy raisers to bring the dogs to work. The Puget
Sound Chapter is holding a fund-raising auction on March
31 at the Redmond Town Center Marriott. Jeanie enjoys
the auction because it allows puppy raisers to meet each
other and meet some dog recipients. “It’s a really nice
community of people from all walks

of life that do this. It’s

really been much more

than I'd ever antici-
pated.”

For more information
about CCI and their dogs,
visit www.cciseattle.org or
WWW.caninecompanions.

org.
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Duhe is the 11—9car—old
Westie owned by the Mille
£amily. Susan says Duke is a

very gcnﬂe soul who has the
ability fo calm down People
and other doge. Susan cred-
its his mellow behavior to
the laroe amount of training
ahe did with Dute, a8 she
8aYd \Westies can be high-
atrung, Duhe even tooh
classes to be able to visit
children with +erminal cancer.
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